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Bernstam, A.—The Bathhouse in Ancient Taraz and Its Date,
(Russian text). TOSHM. II, pp. 177-184.	[1633
Bishop, Carl Whiting—The Beginnings of Civilisation in
Eastern Asia. From the Smithsonian Report for 1940.
Publication No. 3625. 9H*X6% pp. 436-445. Smithsonian
Institute, Washington, 1941.	[1634
It' is shown that civilisation appeared earlier in the Near East.
There, certain animals were domesticated, certain plants brought
under cultivation; there, too, various basic inventions were made and
city life first arose. In Eastern Asia, the author finds things quite
otherwise. Many of the above culture traits appeared there too; but
they invariably did so far later, and, relatively speaking, at an already
fairly advanced stage of evolution. Nothing has been found to
suggest their independent origin there, while in certain instances
he finds definite evidence of their ultimate derivation from the West.
These traits displayed in the Far East, moreover, just that archaic
and fragmentary nature characteristic of marginal areas everywhere.
Many, therefore, it would appear, to the stimulus imported by cultural
diffusion from the ancient Near East must have been due to the origin
and fundamental type of that civilisation which eventually took form
in eastern Asia.
Borisov, A.—An Interpretation of the Images on the Biya-
Nayman Ossuaria.   (Russian text).   TOSHM. II, pp. 25-49.
[1635
" Shows that Ossuaria, or Astudans, i.e., ceramic coffins for bones
used in Zoroastrianism, were of different origin. Some of those,
found in different excavations belonged to Christians, and others to
Jews, and this is also testified by written sources. Comparing a con-
siderable number of fragments, he analyses the meaning of different
figures, the images of which are often found on the astudans, and
comes to the conclusion that some of them are personifications of the
four elements, and others of Zrwan, identified with Chronos.'1
W. Ivanow, JBBRAS, Vol. IJ. p. 3&
Burrow, T.—A Translation of the Kharosthi Documents
from Chinese Turkestan. James G. Forlong Fund, Vol. XX,
pp. 151. Royal Asiatic Society, London, 1940.	[1636
"A number of Prakrit documents written in the iCharosthi script
were discovered by Sir M. Aurel Stein during his three expeditions to
Chinese Turkestan in 1900-1, 1906-8 and 1913-16, beyond the Niya
river in the regions of Niya, Lou-Ian, Tun-huang, Imam Fa'far Sadiq
and Endere	The documents have opened up a new fertile field of
study  to scholars  who  are  interested in the  expansion of  Indian
culture and, especially, in the philology of middle Indo-Aryan."
Pines Chandra Sircar, IHQ. XVIII, pp. 286-???.

